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Is there a topic that you would 

like to hear about in a future  

newsletter?   

If so, please contact:  

 

Ashley.Novak@noaa.gov 

Breaking the Mold 

 Have you had that outdoor project you have been putting off all 

summer and thought, ‘I’ll just wait until September, it is typically pretty 

dry then,’ only to run into hours upon hours of rainfall?  Except for 

portions of northwest Ohio, most of Ohio has not only experienced 

above normal rainfall for September, but well above normal rainfall for 

the month.  The chart below shows the number of hours of measure-

able rainfall at Columbus.  Focusing on September till the 27th,  73 

hours of measureable rainfall occurred, well above climatology.   In ad-

dition, 2018 had the highest number of hours of measureable precipita-

tion for the month of September. 

 Taking a look at dew points (see page 4 image 1), this Septem-

ber dew points were well above average.  For September, the dew 

points were the highest for all the years depicted! 

 What have we seen with temperatures?  Taking a step back and 

looking at the May 1st-late September timeframe the high temperature 

values were not overly impressive.  While certain days did break rec-

ords the overall time period did not rank very high (see page 4 image 

2). (Continued on page 4) 
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Winter Wonderland 

 Winter is not far away and soon the snow will be flying.  Just like how other things can freeze and 

crack in the winter time, make sure your CoCoRaHS gauge is not one of them.  While the outer cylinder 

should be left outside in its normal place during winter, when temperatures are going to drop below freez-

ing and/or if frozen precipitation (snow/sleet/freezing rain) is expected, remember to bring in your funnel 

and inner cylinder.  This will make the catch of frozen precipitation easier/more accurate and also will pre-

vent your inner cylinder/funnel from cracking.   

 During winter, in addition to the CoCoRaHS gauge, a snow stick (yard stick/ruler) and a snowboard 
are also helpful in order to take snowfall measurements.  The CoCoRaHS gauge is utilized to gain the wa-

ter content of melted snow.  The snow stick and snowboard are utilized to measure the depth of the new 

snow over the past 24 hours, and the snow stick is also utilized to take the depth of the total snow (new 

and old) on the ground.  Core samples are also important and can be taken from snow boards or the 

ground.   With all the different types of measurements that can be taken during the winter, if you are un-

sure of how to measure winter precipitation please just ask or reference one of the great training slide 

shows or videos available on the CoCoRaHS website.  These are found on the left hand side of the page 

under ‘resources.’   

 Remember that your safety should always be the #1 priority.  If you are unable to take an observa-

tion due to the weather or due to your health that is perfectly alright.  Some observers are not able to 

take observations during the winter months and that is understandable.  We appreciate your dedication, 

however you are more important and than any observation.  Have a safe winter! 

  

Golden Raindrop Award  

3000 Daily Precipitation Reports 

Congratulations to our new Golden Raindrop Award members!  These 

individuals have reported over 3000 daily precipitation reports.  You 

should receive your award certificate in the mail within the next month!  

OH-AT-3 OH-AT-6 OH-OT-2 OH-RC-3 OH-SH-4 OH-WL-5 



Summer 2018 Honor Roll 

OH-AL-5 

OH-AS-2 

OH-AT-1 

OH-AZ-15 

OH-BR-8 

OH-CB-2 

OH-CB-8 

OH-CC-1 

OH-CM-7 

OH-CN-10 

OH-CN-14 

OH-CN-16 

OH-CW-1 
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From June 1, 2018 through August 31, 2018,  these Ohio stations reported  

everyday. Here are those stations who get a thumbs up for their dedication!   

Not listed below, but thought you reported everyday?  You can check your reports.  There are multiple 

ways to do this.  You can go into your account and click on list/edit my daily precipitation reports.  This will 

show your reports everyday.  You can also go into ‘view data’ at the top of the page and click on ‘station 

precipitation summary report.’  Input your station and the period of interest.  The missing days will be 

shown with dash marks.  If there are additional questions e-mail Ashley.Novak@noaa.gov. 

   500 Club!  

Congratulations to our newest 500 Club members!  These observers have submitted at least 500 

daily precipitation reports since becoming a CoCoRaHS observer.  We look forward to adding 

onto this list with the next newsletter.  Way to go! 

Congratulations to our new Bronze Observer Award members!  These individuals have reported 

over 1000 daily precipitation reports.  You should receive your award certificate in the mail within 

the next month!  Thank you for your daily dedication to CoCoRaHS! 

OH-ER-14 

OH-ER-20 

OH-FR-3 

OH-FR-8 

OH-GG-4 

OH-GG-11 

OH-HC-12 

OH-HD-14 

OH-HM-13 

OH-HR-11 

OH-HY-5 

OH-HY-9 

OH-JC-4 

OH-KN-4 

OH-LC-1 

OH-LC-14 

OH-LK-9 

OH-LS-22 

OH-LS-23 

OH-MC-7 

OH-MD-2 

OH-MD-10 

OH-MH-10 

OH-MY-5 

OH-MY-17 

OH-MY-18 

OH-SH-14 

OH-SH-15 

OH-SH-20 

OH-SM-5 

OH-SM-22 

OH-SN-3 

OH-TR-4 

OH-TS-1 

OH-TS-8 

OH-WD-14 

OH-WD-19 

OH-WR-14 

OH-VN-3 

Bronze Observer Award-1000 Daily Precipitation Reports 

Congratulations to our new Silver Snowflake Award member!  This individual has reported over 

2000 daily precipitation reports.  Thank you for your daily dedication to CoCoRaHS! 

Silver Snowflake Award * 2000 Daily Precipitation Reports 

OH-MY-34 

OH-MY-39 

OH-OT-4 

OH-PT-2 

OH-PT-8 

OH-PT-9 

OH-PT-12 

OH-RC-7 

OH-RC-9 

OH-RS-8 

OH-SD-2 

OH-SH-11 

OH-SH-13 

OH-CY-16 

OH-CY-19 

OH-CY-39 

OH-CY-44 

OH-DL-10 

OH-DL-12 

OH-DR-1 

OH-DR-9 

OH-DR-17 

OH-ER-5 

OH-ER-8 

OH-ER-11 

OH-ER-13 

OH-AZ-15 OH-CB-8 OH-CM-1 OH-DR-11 OH-HD-23 

OH-HK-4 OH-HM-26 OH-MM-11 OH-RC-9 OH-SC-8 

OH-WR-10 

OH-CH-7 OH-DL-13 OH-FY-5 OH-MW-4 OH-WD-19 
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Breaking the Mold (Continued from page 1) 

 Although there have been warm time 

periods this summer, it hasn’t been an over-

ly hot summer.  Where the extreme mois-

ture comes in is where the anomalous 

warmth comes into play, keeping nighttime 

minimum temperatures well above average.  

The third image shows the average low 
temperature ranks by climate district.  The 

entire region ranks very high during this 

time period.   

 So it hasn’t felt like typical Ohio re-

cently and utilizing the Midwest Regional 

Climate Perspective tool and focusing in on 

September, Ohio has felt more like Atlanta, 

Georgia.  That really puts into perspective 

how anomalous our weather has been over 

the past month! 

Graphics from Iowa Mesonet.  Special thanks to Seth Binau Science & Operations Officer Wilmington, 

Ohio (and CoCoRaHS observer) for his contributions to this article as well. 

Image 1 

Image 2 Image 3 

  So what does the near future hold, will we be able to break the mold?  Looking at the Climate 

Prediction Website 6-10 day, 8-14 day, and 3-4 week outlooks, all indicate an increased likelihood of 

above normal precipitation.  So while the pattern will eventually break, the chances of a near term re-

prieve do not look overly high.   



Obtain replacement or extra equipment from our official  

suppliers: 

http://www.weatheryourway.com/cocorahs/store.html 

http://www.ambientweather.com/strgloteprra.html 

For climate outlook information: 

http://www.cpc.noaa.gov/ 

For current forecasts and severe weather warnings: 

http://www.weather.gov 

For river information: 

http://water.weather.gov/ahps/ 

For drought information: 

http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/ 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 
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Newsletter Helpful Links for Ohio CoCoRaHS Observers 

Welcome John Darnley  

 In the previous newsletter some of the new CoCoRaHS 

Ohio coordinators were introduced.  Do you live in the area 

shaded in blue on the map?  If so, learn more about your new re-

gional coordinator John Darnley!  John may be new to coordinat-

ing for Ohio, however he has been working with the CoCoRaHS 

program since 2003.  In the beginning it was just 3 states: Colora-

do, Kansas, and Nebraska.  He worked out of the Goodland 

NWS office and would travel throughout the 3 states providing 

training and development for the network.  John then moved to 

DC and the program was extended to the east during this time, 

so John helped develop the program across northern Virginia, 

Maryland, and parts of West Virginia.  After 4 years at the Ster-

ling office, John relocated to Pittsburgh area and has been the re-

gional coordinator for portions of West Virginia and western Pennsylvania.  John is excited to be 

expanding into the coordinator role for eastern Ohio as well and is a strong supporter of the Co-

CoRaHS program.   John can be reached at john.darnley@noaa.gov  

mailto:john.darnley@noaa.gov

